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BEFORE REALING

Talk together

* Look at the oover and mad tha title
togethar. Turn to page 2 to show ywour
child whata willow pattem plate
looks like.

* Pointout the word pot and explain that
it meansa secret plan.

* Look through the book and talk about
the pictunas.

Apbout the words in this book

« Your child will probably be able o
read most of the words in this book.
Encounage wourchild to sound out
and bland any challenging words,
such as those below . If neceassany,
model theblending or read the
words foryourchid.

wiater  bought - cruel
friends guards  listen

URING REARING

Enjony the story togeather.
If wour child ne=ads
sUpport to nead the
stary:

+ Remind your child
o bend unfamiliar
words friom left
to right.

« If o word s still too
tricky, simphy 53y
the wholke word
foryourchild.

1 Ra-read santencas

to focus an their
meadning wheamr
Mecessary.

2e The inside back oover 3
for mo e e,
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B’iff and Chip were at a car boot sale.
Theg saw-Nadim.

“Nadim! Over here!” called Biff.
Nadim ran to see them. He had bought
something at the sale.

—
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It was.ablue and white plate. He
showed it'to Biff and Chip.

Ut present for my mum,” said
Nadim. “It’s a willow pattern plate. My
mum collects them.”

—
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“Why is it called a willow pattern
plate?” asked Chip.

“I'don’t know,” said Nadim, “but I
think the pattern tells a story.”

“I wonder what the story is,” said Biff.

—
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Mum and Dad looked at Nadim’s plate.
“It’s a-present for my mum,” said
Nadim.
Biff asked if Nadim could come and play.

So Nadim went to play with Biff
and Chip.

—
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They went up to Biff’s bedroom.
“What shall we play?” asked Nadim.
“I'don’t know,” said Biff.

Suddenly, the key began to glow.
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The magic took the children into a
new adventure.

“What’s happening?” called Nadim.

“Help!” said Biff. “Everything is going
blue!”
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“What a strange place!” said Chip.
“What strange trees!”

“Everything looks blue and white,”
said Nadim. “We’re in the land of the

willow pattern.”
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'Theg welYin o big garden. It had a
high wall-all around it and blue trees
grew everywhere.

_ “I can see water,” said Biff. “Is the
““.garden next to the sea?”

| —
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"\ “No, it’s next to a lake,” said Nadim.
" “There’s a bridge,” said Biff. “It’s like
the__.w.c)‘i'ji-e;«(")"h the plate.”
“I can see a little house down by the
“water,” said Chip.

B N
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Down bg the lake they saw a girl. She
= ‘was au alone.
“‘Sh@ looks unhappy,” said Biff. “Why
is'she all alone and why is she crying?”

10
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P_The gmL v&mg called Kim Shee. She
. lived in.the little house by the lake. She
" hada gfuel father. He would not let her
/goro “out of the garden.

11
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12

Kim loved a boy called Chang. She
| Wanted to marry him. But Chang was
too poor. Kim’s father wanted her to

~marry a rich man, but Kim loved
Chang.
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" Kim Sheeheard Chang calling.
 “Kim, Shee,” he called. “Are you alone?”
“Chang!” said Kim. “How did you get
hered”
“I swam across the lake,” said Chang.
“Nobody saw me.”

13

—
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“Oh!”said Kim. “You are cold and
wet. AN
“It'does not matter,” said Chang.
But Kim Shee was afraid.
““You must go away,” she said. “My

father must not see you here.”
14

—
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“This garden is like a prison,” said

Chang. “Your father never lets you go

ourt¥
“But what can we do?” asked Kim.
“We must run away,” said Chang.

“Then I can marry you.”
15

—
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“But how Can I leave the garden?”
asked K*mi' “There are guards

evgry‘where

““Don’t worry,” said Chang. “I will

A ..:___:,];hmk of something.”

16

—



848310 st7 willow text.gxd:845250 WILLOW.gxd 2%&0/11 09:29 Page 17

X

w&,\\!![g WAl

SN,

. Kim heard the sound of a twig
. | snapping:
| “Someone is watching us!” she gasped.
Chang jumped to his feet. He held up a
“Who is there?” he called.

17

—
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Then they saw Biff, Chip and Nadim.
“Don’t-be afraid,” said Biff. “We are
friends.”
“We have never seen children like you
- “_before,” gasped Chang. “How did you
get into this garden?”

18

—
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_ “We didn’t mean to listen,” said Chip,
. “but we heard what you were saying.”

“We know you want to run away,”
said Biff.
_“But how can we?” asked Kim. “There

are guards all round the garden.”
19

—
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Nadim had a good idea. He told them
what it was.

“It’s a brilliant idea!” said Chip.

“I’m sure 1t will work,” said Biff.

“But what if we are caught?” asked

Chang.
20

—
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“Do you have a better idea?” asked Biff.

“No,” said Chang. “It is our only
chqn(':ez;.l’-’

“First, you must hide,” said Nadim.

“Then, be ready to run over the bridge,”
said Chip.
21

—
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“Now'we must get ready,” said
Nadim.

Kim had a long sash round her waist.
“Give me your sash, Kim,” said Biff.
Kim gave Biff her sash. Biff tied Kim’s

sash to the bridge.
22

—



848310 st7 willow text.gxd:845250 WILLOW.gxd 2%&0/11 09:29 Page 23

Wy [

ELITE -b

skl
> ity A

;;__,_

ey i

\1”‘4"]'

iz

- l.\”n"l?,
J. A ul!h‘h,

[ ¥l
J = ‘ Lffii \"n!.“!!h ’ HIIJFJ" l“l.l’ff.f
There were lemon trees in the garden.
‘Nadim and Chip climbed into one. They
picked as many lemons as they could.
Then they waited.
23
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| Kim.a‘ndfChang hid by the bridge.
Biff held.on to the end of the sash.
“L'hope Nadim’s idea works,” she
P& fthaclught. Nadim called from the tree.
. “Willow Pattern Plot — begin!” he
said.
2%

—
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¢ Chip and Nadim began to shout at
. the guards:
“Come and get us!” they yelled.
“We’re over here.”
“The guards ran into the garden. They
ran towards Kim Shee’s little house.

25

—
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_: .'NOW that the guards were in the
" garden,'Kim Shee and Chang could
escape. Someone else ran into the
£ » garden
.’ “My father is coming!” gasped Kim

Shee.
26

| —
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Kim and Chang began to run, but the
guards:.saw them.
“Stop them!” shouted Kim Shee’s

father.
Nadim and Chip threw the lemons at the

guards.

—

27
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| Chang and Kim Shee ran over the
 bridge. The guards chased after them.
Biff got ready.
%I hope Kim’s sash is strong!” she
said.

The guards ran onto the bridge.
28

—
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Blff pulLed the sash tight. The guards
”*f,_i:trlpped over it. They fell over with a
crash
r:—,}:‘ﬁou fools!” shouted Kim Shee’s
""':';fg.fher.
29
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Chip and Nadim climbed down from
the lemon tree. They ran across to find
B_i_ff. Kim Shee’s father saw them.

“Catch those children,” he yelled.

30
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“Well done, Biff!” said Chip. “Kim
and Chang have got away!”

“I'hope we get away, too,” said Biff.
The magic key was glowing.

“Hooray! It’s time to go!” she said.

31

—
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“What an adventure!” said Chip.
Nadim picked up his plate and looked
at AN

“I wonder what happened in the real
willow pattern story,” he said.

32

—



AFTER READING
* Re-read page 12. Ask: Why did Kim’s father want
her to marry a rich man?

* Ask: What would have happened if the children
hadn’t been able to save Kim and Chang?

* Find crash on page 29. Ask your child to use the
letters to spell other words (e.g. car, ash, rash).

Text © Roderick Hunt 2002
Mustrations © Alex Brychta 2002
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For school
Discover free eBooks, teaching
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Helping your child’s learning
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